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Wiley has negotiated an array of “deals” to cover APCs
Send authors here for info

https://bsapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15372197

https://bsapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15372197


Open call for Associate Editors!
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Kasey Barton 
Reviews Editor
University of Hawaiʻi at 
Mānoa
USA
reviews@botany.org 

mailto:reviews@botany.org


Review Articles in AJB

What we’re looking for:
• Synthetic reviews that move beyond summaries or updates of the literature
• Cross-disciplinary, synthesizing across approaches, biomes, taxa, etc.
• Robust approaches, including reports of synthesis methods used (e.g. clearly 

stating focus or question, reporting methods used to identify relevant 
literature to avoid bias, etc.)

• Clear and interesting to broad audience
• Quantitative (meta-analysis) or narrative (integrative)
• Instructions and published commentary by Emma Sayer on AJB website - 

Author Guidelines
• Questions:  Kasey Barton (kbarton@hawaii.edu)

Spreading the word:
• Unsolicited submissions are welcome – spread the word in your communities
• By invitation – nominate topics or people by emailing: reviews@botany.org 

reviews@botany.org kbarton@hawaii.edu



https://bsapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1537-2197.Reviews

https://bsapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1537-2197.Reviews


Sean Graham
University of British Columbia, 
Canada
swgraham@mail.ubc.ca

AJB Synthesis Papers and Prize!

mailto:swgraham@mail.ubc.ca






https://bsapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1537-2197.synthesis

https://bsapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1537-2197.synthesis


Emily Sessa
BSA Director at Large for 
Publications
New York Botanical Garden, 
USA
esessa@nybg.org

mailto:esessa@nybg.org


https://cms.botany.org/home/publications/ecab.html

Early Career Advisory Board

https://cms.botany.org/home/publications/ecab.html
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Highlights
short summaries of a few articles from each issue



Please let me know 
if a paper you are 
handling should be 
highlighted!

Fire may improve pollination outcomes in species 
with fire-stimulated flowering

Fires induce flowering in many plant species worldwide. More resources are available right after a fire, so 
more plants flower. However, it is unclear if this increase in flowering actually leads to more seeds. It could 
be that post-fire increases in resources lead to more flowers and seeds at the end of the season. 
Alternatively, if fire synchronizes flowering such that plants have more mating opportunities, increased seed 
production may result from improved pollination. Richardson et al. investigated this multi-component 
question in three tallgrass prairie perennials. Their results confirm that post-fire resources promoted 
flowering in two of the three species and, surprisingly, that pollination substantially improved seed yield 
above and beyond the resource effect. The findings suggest that both fire and flowering time play important 
roles in pollination. The study also highlights the different responses to fires among species, which could 
impact the broader plant community.





”On the Nature of Things” (OTNOT) Essays





Authors Title Year
Citations
in 2022

Olson, Mark E.
From Carlquist's ecological wood anatomy to Carlquist's Law: why 
comparative anatomy is crucial for functional xylem biology 2020 11

Krasylenko, Yuliya et 
al.

Parasites on parasites: hyper-, epi-, and autoparasitism among flowering 
plants 2021 11

Gallinat, Amanda S. 
et al.

Macrophenology: insights into the broad-scale patterns, drivers, and 
consequences of phenology 2021 7

O'Brien, Anna M. et 
al. Microbial effects on plant phenology and fitness 2021 6
Onyenedum, Joyce 
G.;Pace, Marcelo R. The role of ontogeny in wood diversity and evolution 2021 4
Folk, Ryan 
A.;Siniscalchi, 
Carolina M. Biodiversity at the global scale: the synthesis continues 2021 3

Jacobsen, Anna L. Diversity in conduit and pit structure among extant gymnosperm taxa 2021 2

Oldfather, et al. Dispersal evolution in temporally variable environments: implications for 
plant range dynamics 2021 1

Pratt, R. Brandon

Vegetation-type conversion of evergreen chaparral shrublands to 
savannahs dominated by exotic annual herbs: causes and consequences 
for ecosystem function 2021 1

AJB Reviews
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American Journal of Botany (AJB) is an internationally renowned journal 
publishing innovative, significant research of interest to a wide audience of 
scientists in all areas of plant biology (including ecology, evolution, physiology, 
biodiversity, systematics, development, genetics, paleobotany, structure and 
function), all levels of organization (ecosystem to molecular), and all organisms 
studied by botanical researchers (including land plants, algae, fungi, lichen, 
cyanobacteria).

The 2021 IF for AJB is 3.0 (down from 3.25 last year)

Citations in 2022 to papers published in 2020 (486) and 2021 (497)

Number of citable papers published in 2020 (149) and 2020 (174)
IF =
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Citations

323 citable items in 2020-2021
4.3% ≥ 10 citations (up from 3%)
52% ≤ 2 citations (down from 56.5%)
14.8% = 0 citations  (unchanged from 14.7%)





Systematics/Phylogenetics



Section/Category 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018
Ecology 52 117 112 124 118 114
Evolution & Phylogeny 28 69 57 73 62 64
Reproductive Biology 22 55 42 37 51 41
Anatomy and Morphology 13 49 33 37 36 43
Ecophysiology 8 24 27 35 37 21
Systematics & Phytogeography 7 20 21 34 18 23
Genetics 4 17 25 36 29 31
Developmental Biology and Developmental Genetics 4 14 6 9 13 13
Paleobotany 9 14 16 28 12 16
Physiology and Biochemistry 11 11 17 19 22 30
Population Biology 14 10 14 13 19 21
Biomechanics 0 6 2 7 1 6
Economic Botany 3 6 8 5 2 4
Cell Biology 0 3 3 4 2 8
Education 0 1 0 0 1 1

175 416 383 461 423 436
The manuscript number for 2023 is through July 5.

Categories of Papers Submitted



Physiology/Function



Macro evolution / character evolution



American Journal of Botany (AJB) is an internationally renowned journal 
publishing innovative, significant research of interest to a wide audience of 
scientists in all areas of plant biology (including ecology, evolution, physiology, 
biodiversity, systematics, development, genetics, paleobotany, structure and 
function), all levels of organization (ecosystem to molecular), and all 
organisms studied by botanical researchers (including land plants, algae, fungi, 
lichen, cyanobacteria).

We are a society journal!  

Impact Factor is only one measure of “success” that primarily focuses on ”hot 
topics” cited quickly during a very short window.

IF is important to (some) authors, especially IF>3

Also important to publish quality science in all areas!

We need your help to bring strong papers to AJB that serve our community!



AJB articles have a long half life!!!!







Help authors increase impact and 
visibility of their articles

• Your selection (ok, persuasion) of expert and 
thoughtful reviewers!

• Your comments and suggestions for revision!
• Titles?
• Key words?
• Other suggestions?



Some (do not) like it hot: shrub growth is hampered by heat and drought at the alpine 
treeline in recent decades
 Study organism is Rhododendron

key words: dendrochronology, dendroecology, drought, dwarf shrubs, Ericaceae, heat 
wave, Rhododendron ferrugineum, shrub expansion, standardized precipitation-
evaporation index, structural equation model

Variation in the seasonal germination niche across an elevational gradient: the role of 
germination cueing in current and future climates
 Study organism is Streptanthus tortuosus

key words: Arabidopsis, Brassicaceae, climate change, dormancy, germination 
temperature, niche construction, phenology, plasticity, stratification, Streptanthus 
tortuosus 

Two well-cited papers
Titles and key words



Contribution of Reviews to IF



Contribution of Special Issues to IF - 2020



Contribution of Special Issues to IF - 2021



Special Issues
2022:
Approaches to the Study of Quantitative Fitness Related Traits 
Led by Susan Mazer, Eugenio Larios (former ECAB-er), Ann Sakai, and Stephen Weller
November

2023
Pollen as the Link Between Phenotype and Fitness
Led by Øystein H. Opedal, Rocío Pérez-Barrales, Vinícius L. G. Brito, Nathan Muchhala, and 
Agnes Dellinger [with Miquel Capó handling a companion paper in APPS] 

2024
Joint AJB/APPS special issues on Polyploidy, titled Twice as Nice: New Techniques and 
Discoveries in Polyploid Biology
Led by Mike Barker, Kelsey Glennon, Yunnian Jiao (AJB), and Michael McKain, Ya Yang, and 
Agnieszka Golicz (APPS)

Plant-microbe interactions in tropical and subtropical ecosystems: The role of plant-microbe 
interactions in plant community dynamics of tropical and subtropical ecosystems
Led by Meghna Krishnadas, Gaurav Kandlikar, and Adriana Corrales

Any ideas for topics?



Social Media

@Botanical_
#AJB

#SocietyJournal



Year
No. of MSS. 
Submitted. Avg. time to 1st dec. 

2017 520 34.8
2018 478 35.2
2019 451 34.6
2020 491 44.4
2021 407 47.4
2022 451 46.5
2023 34.9

Keep up the great work!!!



Diversify EEB https://diversifyeeb.com/

Diversify Plant Science https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ygduel8h-BSq1irE-
guLD-CbFrSHdykHHXFGt5PiW9Y/edit#gid=1813523959

Black Botanists https://blackbotanistsweek.weebly.com/

Google Scholar links

A Web of Science search in Editorial Manager

Other ideas????

Please be mindful of diversity and inclusion when selecting reviewers
(links in AE report)

https://diversifyeeb.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ygduel8h-BSq1irE-guLD-CbFrSHdykHHXFGt5PiW9Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ygduel8h-BSq1irE-guLD-CbFrSHdykHHXFGt5PiW9Y/edit
https://community.plantae.org/organization/women-in-plant-biology/dashboard
https://blackbotanistsweek.weebly.com/


English Editing

https://www.writefull.com/

https://www.grammarly.com/

The free version appears to work very well!

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.writefull.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2f005f57e78f4ce58df008d93810fb2d%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637602467871731701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uXXgmqMlKbhyjaAjFGTJ%2Bj2XpIlFiAoe3oBKWSanAkM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grammarly.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2f005f57e78f4ce58df008d93810fb2d%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637602467871741690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9i%2FHeMXZg5posX2Pp6oVIr%2BE7UQe2eKZCCily5B6zpM%3D&reserved=0


The BSA would like to hold a Botany 360 workshop focused on 
training reviewers

Workshops are online and last 1-1.5 hours

Volunteers????

Contact Amy McPherson
amcpherson@botany.org
AJB@botany.org

mailto:amcpherson@botany.org
mailto:AJB@botany.org
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