
(1) Renewal of Pam Diggle as Editor-in-Chief, American Journal of Botany (AJB)

(i) Original posting for the position 

The Botanical Society of America (BSA) is soliciting nominations for the position of Editor-in-Chief of the American Journal of Botany (AJB) to serve a five-year term, beginning January 2015. Both self-nominations and nominations of others are welcomed.

This is a rare leadership opportunity to contribute to the future of scientific publishing and the evolution of the AJB. We seek someone with a desire to pursue innovation and explore new horizons in plant science and journal publication practices.

Duties of the Editor-in-Chief include both aspirational responsibilities (helping shape a strategic vision for the Journal in a fast-changing environment; working with the editorial board and publications committee to shape editorial policies), as well as operational responsibilities (working with Journal staff to process manuscripts, overseeing their professional review, maintaining a strong editorial board and recruiting new members as necessary). Qualities of candidates should include a successful research career in the plant sciences, a strong commitment to the Journal, and excellent communication skills.

The Editor-in-Chief will be assisted by a professional staff, including a managing editor, a production editor, and several copy editors, as well as a team of dedicated, volunteer Associate Editors. The Editor-in-Chief receives an annual honorarium and works in collaboration with the BSA’s Executive Director, AJB Managing Editor, and the Executive Committee to establish and work within the Journal’s operating budget.

(ii) Statement from Amy McPherson (Director of Publications, and Managing Editor American Journal of Botany)

The role of the Editor-in-Chief is to lead and help shape a strategic vision for the journal, and to oversee the overall editorial content and quality. Even before she officially took on the role, Pam held a series of focus groups with the botanical community via Skype. She engaged a wide range of plant scientists--from early-career to well-established professionals from all over the world, some of whom regularly publish with AJB and some who do not--to get their candid views on the journal and what they saw as strengths and weaknesses, and where they saw opportunities for improvement moving forward. She attended meetings of the Society for Scholarly Publishing to learn about publishing from a different perspective, with all the operational and wide-ranging challenges of a fast-changing scientific publishing environment. These discussions and experiences informed her approach as Editor-in-Chief: she is open, provides candid, intelligent, and constructive feedback to all (authors, reviewers, and editors) in timely fashion, and works hard and enthusiastically on behalf of the journal and the Society.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Right out of the gate, Pam established a "News & Views" section of AJB, which includes a new series, "On the Nature of Things," brief essays that explore exciting new research areas, or new ways of looking at things, all with high standards of scholarship and written for a general audience. These have been very popular, and some are well cited (without contributing to the denominator of our IF!). Also in the News & Views section are highlights from the issue (usually 5 papers selected by Pam and the AEs, with brief paragraphs written by the authors and edited by Sophia and Pam), commentaries, and occasional meeting reports. She has overseen several special issues on wide-ranging topics, from polyploidy to pollen through the plant trees of life (and death!) and is continually on the lookout for more.

Pam has kept a steady hand on the wheel of the journal before, during, and after the transition from self-publishing to partnering with Wiley, with all the bumps in the road. She has built a strong and diverse editorial board. She has overseen a redesign of the AJB pages and moving from print and online, to online-only. She established a data accessibility policy for the journal, in conjunction with her editorial board, and continues to hold focus groups with postdocs and early-career researchers at the annual Botany conferences in order to find out how they think about publishing and where they find research (eTocs, Twitter, Google, etc.?). She helps lead author workshops at Botany. As well, she travels to other institutions and other scientific meetings to meet and talk with fellow scientists. She helped lead our first-ever Strategy Day, facilitated by Wiley, and is helping to launch a new series of "AJB Reviews" in 2020. 

Pam has accomplished a lot during her first 5-year term. I have the distinct impression that she's only just getting started.


(2) Renewal of Mackenzie Taylor as Editor, Plant Science Bulletin (PSB)

(i) Original posting for the position 

The Botanical Society of America (BSA) is soliciting nominations for the position of Editor of the Plant Science Bulletin (PSB) to serve a five-year term, beginning January 2015. Both self-nominations and nominations of others are welcomed.

This is a rare leadership opportunity to contribute to the Society and the continued evolution of the PSB. We seek someone with the desire to pursue innovation and explore new ways to serve the Society.

Duties of the Editor include both aspirational responsibility (helping shape a strategic vision for the PSB along with the PSB Editorial Committee and BSA Publications Committee) and operational responsibilities (soliciting contributions, coordinating reviews, working with Society office staff to produce copy, and recruiting new Editorial Committee members). Qualities of candidates should include a broad familiarity with different botanical specializations and especially botanical education, excellent communication skills, and a strong commitment to the PSB.

(ii) Statement from Rich Hund, AJB Production Editor

After working with Mackenzie Taylor over the past 5 years on publishing the Plant Science Bulletin, I enthusiastically endorse a second five-year term for her as PSB Editor.

Mackenzie’s ability to solicit strong and relevant contributions has strengthened the PSB since she started as its editor in 2014. She has a great working relationship with the BSA staff, and this extends to her relationships with her Editorial Committee members, her contributors, and her book reviewers/publishers. Mackenzie’s position requires a blend of commitment, tenacity, and flexibility, and she has all of these important qualities.

One of Mackenzie’s quietest yet important strengths is her sense of the PSB—now in its 66th year—as a historical document of the Society and the entire field of botany. In a publishing landscape dominated by immediate and fleeting news through tweets and blogs, Mackenzie understands the importance of a greater permanence in the PSB’s articles and features. The PSB is a great marketing tool for the Society, and she continues to extend the PSB’s outreach.  

However, Mackenzie doesn’t dwell on the past; she constantly looks to the horizon for what should be represented in the pages of PSB as interests of BSA members evolve. One fantastic example came from the Spring 2019 article on how video games can enhance botanical teaching and better engage students. Upon its publication, a 19-year-old student promoted the article in his blog, which has more than 35,000 followers. In turn, the author of the article, a CEO of a software company, further engaged with the student on the blog and has extended the conversation on social media. These are the unique opportunities Mackenzie works for and provides to PSB’s readers and contributors. 

I believe Mackenzie can take the PSB even farther in the next 5 years, and I would encourage the Board to allow for this opportunity.
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