BSA Development Update – Feb 2019

We are doing quite well with some exciting new things happening. 

Kaplan Dissertation Improvement Award in Comparative Morphology
After talking with Chelsea Specht and Dorothy Kaplan, we received a HUGE donation from the Kaplan family ($355,000 to be added to a previous year's donation of $45,000) to start a new graduate student research award in Morphology - kind of like a DDIG.  The award will be provided to one student each year for $10K -including a significant "improvement" to the dissertation that focused on comparative morphology

Bond Foundation
We have also been talking with a fellow on the Board of a private family foundation that has a special interest in conservation.  He reached out to Andi Wolfe first and then he has been talking with Heather.  They are potentially interested in providing $20-30K to help support research for field botanists.  He was wondering how this might work and if our organization could use these funds to do something useful that would make an impact on future generations doing field research. 

Other Funds
The effort to raise funds for the Past Presidents’ fund didn't seem to resonate this year like it did last year.  However, our endowment donations are doing very well. 

FY2019  year-to-date 
Endowment  - $23,185
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grad Student Research Awards donations (not the dues effort)- $6193 
Past Pres - $2175 

FY2018 until this same date of February 21 
Endowment -  $16,180 
Grad Student Research Award- $1040 
Past Pres - $18,575 

As far as the dues increase to raise funds that we can spend to increase the Grad Student Research Awards, so far 525 Professional members paid the extra without opting out = $13,125 

123 Professionals opted out and paid the old dues of $70.
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