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Publications Report for the BSA Board Meeting
November 6, 2019
_______________________

This report updates progress for BSA publications since this summer’s Botany meeting in Tucson.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Author workshop at the Mexican Botanical Congress. In support of the BSA’s commitment to greater international outreach and collaboration, the BSA publications group and Wiley hosted a free author workshop at the XXI Congreso Mexicano de Botánica on October 23, 2019, in Aguascalientes, Mexico. Like the workshop held at the XII Congreso Latinoamericano de Botánica in Quito, Ecuador (2018), this workshop focused on what researchers can do to improve their chances of getting published in a scientific journal—and then what they can do after their paper is published to make sure it is discovered by the larger community. Amy McPherson (BSA/AJB), Gillian Greenough (Wiley), and Marcelo Pace (UNAM) presented—and Marcelo provided excellent translation as needed. About 20 people attended (see photo), and the workshop was well received by the leadership of the Mexican Botanical Society and other attendees of the congreso. Executive Director Heather Cacanindin represented the BSA at the meeting through a BSA booth in the exhibit space, encouraging Mexican colleagues to join the BSA through our Developing Nations membership, to publish in our society journals, and to take advantage of our travel awards to Botany 2020.  

New Director-at-Large for Publications Emily Sessa took over from Sean Graham in July and has already generously contributed to initiatives for AJB and APPS.

APPS is formally discontinuing Primer Notes. Effective October 31, 2019, no new Primer Notes will be considered for review. See the attached spreadsheet for the breakdown of MSS received over the past 4 years.

AJB Changes to the Editorial Board post-meeting:
New Associate Editors: Mike Barker, Anne-Laure Decombiex, Anna Bucharová, and Juan Fornoni.
Retiring Associate Editors: Oliver Bossdorf, Erika Edwards and Chris Ivey.

APPS Changes to the Editorial Board post-meeting: 
New APPS Associate Editors: Gil Nelson and Karolina Heyduk.

AJB Reviews: Jannice Friedman and her team of Editors (including Emily Sessa and EiC Pam Diggle) are inviting authors to contribute to our “AJB Reviews” initiative.  We are requesting 250-word summaries from potential authors and sending out “official” invitations when summaries are approved. [Two invitations based on summaries have been extended thus far; several summaries are expected this fall.] Authors may submit proposals to the AJB Reviews Board without invitation; these will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

The Special Issue on Plant-Environment Interactions—jointly published by AJB, APPS, and the International Journal of Plant Sciences—will be published in early 2020. This issue offered the unique opportunity for the BSA to work with another journal to promote and expand our reach to the broader community.

AJB Early Career Advisory Board: At the end of the BSA Board meeting in Tucson, Loren Rieseberg mentioned that he has had great success with a “junior editorial board” for Molecular Ecology—basically, a group of early career scientists who advise the journal’s editorial board in a few different ways. The AJB Team liked the idea and decided to run with our own Early Career Advisory Board. An announcement and invitation-to-apply went out in mid-October with a deadline of November 1. The selected grad students/post docs will be tasked with recommending timely topics for review papers, identifying papers in pre-print archives that may be appropriate to publish in AJB, coordinating the highlights for each issue of the journal, and more. Emily Sessa will be the main contact for working with the ECAB. 

Transition in our AJB Content/Assistant Editor position from Sophia Balcomb to Marian Chau. AJB was fortunate to work with Sophia for 14 years as a freelance content/assistant editor for AJB. In that role, she helped to check papers that are tentatively accepted to make sure they adhere to our final requirements before they are officially accepted and sent to production; edited author "highlights"; and filled in with routine tasks (checking in original MSS, assigning out revised MSS, sending routine reminders, etc.) when the managing editor is away from the office for extended periods. Sophia has been training Marian, who officially began as a contract content/assistant editor on October 15.

A 2020 Marketing plan for AJB and APPS is in development and will be shared with the team soon.

As approved by the Board in July, the BSA has recruited two new Student Social Media Liaisons. Taran Lichtenberger (Northwestern University/Chicago Botanic Garden) and Jared Meek (Columbia University) will be enhancing the BSA’s social media reach—and will help promote the authors and their work published in BSA journals.

Respectfully submitted,
Amy McPherson
29 October 2019, updated 6 November 2019
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