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Botany Conference Board Report - March 2024
Core Planning Committee meeting, Jan. 19, 2024

· Presidents and/or Program Directors from BSA, ASPT, SHC, AFS, SEB (IAPT via emails)

· Reviewed Fiscal Projection Spreadsheet

· Registration rates were increased and are here. 

· All partners are urged to help improve the financial bottom line:

· promote the conference to increase attendance

· identify potential exhibitors / sponsors and send contact info to Johanne

· Discussed two potential sites for Botany 2026 (Omaha versus Syracuse)

· Omaha was preferred based on numerous criteria, most persuasively:
· Convenience of having entire conference within a single venue (Syracuse would have required a five-minute walk between two venues)

· Generous room block for students at significantly reduced rates

· Omaha was selected as site for Botany 2026 with full support of committee

· Future fully-virtual?

· Poll attendees during Botany 2024 post-conference survey to gauge interest

· No appetite for a hybrid conference (substantial financial loss)

Conference Status, as of Feb. 28, 2024

· Abstract submission site – Opened on February 1st for submissions…Currently 53 abstracts submitted.  Created a way to view submitted abstracts….a searchable pdf.
· Registration Site also opened on Feb 1.  184 people registered. 
· Soon, Johanne will send out a complimentary registration code and hotel information (waiting for confirmation numbers).

· Symposia and Colloquia are posted on the Conference Website
· Workshops were reviewed and accepted by committee of participating society representatives.  Workshops are on the website.

· About 10 Field trips are included this year. This has been a real challenge – awaiting final pricing on buses and then field trip information will be posted and added to the reg site.  We will make a major push for signing up for these once they are added to the reg site.  Possibly having a special field trip for PLANTS students
· This year’s Featured Speakers giving special lectures will be:

· Plenary Address – Colin Khoury

· Annals of Botany Lecture - Kathleen Kay
· Emerging Leader Lecture -  Joyce Gloria Onyenedum
· Address of the BSA President-Elect – Jenny Xiang
· Belonging in Botany – Will be a panel – waiting for names
· Kaplan Memorial Lecture – Cindy Jones
· Regional Botany Special Lecture - Kaya DeerInWater
· Address of ASPT Pres Elect – Dave Tank
· Distinguished Ethnobotanist Speaker – Mark Merlin
· The Future – Botany 2026 – Omaha NE.  Will have more information soon
Submitted by:
Johanne and Melanie

